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We would be happy to evaluate the T511 Nature Run when a longer period is available.  Regarding you discussion items, 

1)  1 year should be sufficient. Which year's SSTs and ice BC's you use doesn't matter too much, although if you wanted to sample a ElNino and LaNina you could run 1997-1999.) 


2) Media - I recommend 200Gb LTO tapes (e.g. http://www.officedepot.com/ddSKU.do?level=SK&id=574544&cm_mmc=Froogle-_-Shopping%20Comp-_-Datafeed-_-Technology) 

3) Format - we prefer netCDF.  I understand GRIB2 is the new standard for operational data distribution, but netCDF is much more prevelant in the research community.  The new version of netCDF (version 4.0) is built on top of HDF5 and has compression that is just as good as GRIB2. 

4) Variables - of course, all the variables needed for the forward operator must be included.  Some top of the atmosphere radiation variables (such as OLR), cloud fields, precipitation, surface temperature and winds would be nice for diagnostics.   Of course, the standard pressure level fields (winds, temperatures, heights) should be saved also. 

-Jeff

