Dear Erik:

We had very lively discussion on OSSEs yesterday.   I have attached agenda in ppt file.  I am working on summary of the meeting.  There are a few items which involve ECMWF are following.
A. High resolution Nature run 

In last meeting we discussed about  how to select the focus period with high resolution.  There are strong argument that 3 week is no long enough to produce any useful results.  We need at least 6 weeks.  On the other hand we found it is very difficult to select one period.  Hurricane is important and also midlatitude storm is important.    We probably need two six week periods for high resolution nature run.
B. Resolution of pressure level data

Thank you very much for accomodating our request in adding 10 more levels.  In the E-mail I send April 27th I mentioned   “We recommend T319 data (which is about 0.5 degree resolution) for pressure level for US users and NOAA and/or NASA will produce grid point data.”   However, so far ECMWF has committed to 1x1 grid point data.  In the meetinng we agreed 1x1 degree is too coase for even just for evaluation.  We are wondering about the possibility of receiving higher resolution pressure data.  
C. Amount of data transferred from ECMWF to US depends on wheather we use grib2 or grib1.  I hope ECMWF data section and NCEP computing division (NCO) will come up with recommendation.
D. Disk Space

How much data ECMWF is ready to send to US by Hard disk.

E.  T159 run

If we can receive  some T159 data  in grib1 spectral data, that will help to develop the system in US side and gain the experience.  The amount of the data should be managable to down load through internet but long enough to assess the system.  
We nominated few people to lead main subject.  I will send you the summary of meeting note shortly.

Michiko

