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[Selection of year]
Summer 2005 and Winter 2005-2006

Since we can expect the best data from the latest year, unless there is a significant reason not to we should choose the most recent year.  There was some interest in El Nino and La Nina years.  However, high resolution SST data are available only after 2001 and reprocessing 1997-8 is a significant work task which may not worth while.  If we evaluate the data impact for El Nino alone the results will be biased.

[Format]
Grib code 
It seems that Grib 1 format is used for the sample data.  We should be able to manage Grib 2.

netCDF format is preferred by the research community.  It may be worth while to consider having one of the research institutes convert low resolution data to netCDF format.
[Grid resolution]

Full resolution

(This is used for simulation of observed data.  Once archived, these data are considered to be the Nature Run (NR).  We received previous nature runs as spectral components at the model levels.  However, we have to expand  spectral data or reduced grid to regular grid space and that was used for simulation of data.  We need the ECMWF NR in the general form and future nature runs must be provided in the same form.)

Regular Lat –Lon 
91 vertical levels

Reduced grid is fine

Pressure levels
Few model levels near the surface

Restart file

At least once a week 

Reduced resolution
1deg x1deg data will be very valuable for diagnostics and evaluation purposes.  The research community will probably use this low resolution data for OSSE.  
[Variable]
If the space is available we are reluctant to select a subset of the variables.

Some fixed fields used in running models may be needed.

Surface topography

Land type

Climatology used for radiation schemes.

Surface flux

[Media]

Dedicated server at ECMWF side-by-side with the MARS system.
There is a high speed data connection between NCEP and ECMWF.
It may be easier to send data on hard disk or tape by FeDEX
NCEP has 200Gb STK9940B tape drive. 
(JMA used 2TB hard disk for data transfer)

[Comments]

When JMA ran a 20km resolution model for 20 years, they could not generate enough typhoons the first time.  They had to tune and rerun the model.  It may be worthwhile to start during the hurricane season to check if the model will produce enough hurricanes.
